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Long-term Changes in the Level of Disaster Prevention Awareness
in Hokkaido against Snowstorms in Winter

Toru HAGIWARA', Kiyoshi TAKAHASHI’, Yasuhiro KANEDA,
Ayumu TakaHasHI", Ikue TANBA® and Syuichi NiT0’

Abstract

In Hokkaido, snowstorms occur in winter and cause damage to people. In March 2013, a
snowstorm disaster that resulted in fatalities occurred mainly in eastern Hokkaido. The present
study presents the results of an analysis of people’s disaster prevention awareness of snowstorms
in Hokkaido after the March 2013 snowstorm disaster. Starting in 2013, we have been conducting
a questionnaire survey among people in each region of Hokkaido for 12 years. The questionnaire
covered awareness of snowstorm warnings, risk awareness, preparation, and information
gathering methods. The results of the questionnaire showed that, following the snowstorm
disaster in March 2013, disaster prevention awareness of snowstorm remained generally high
throughout Hokkaido in the most recent winter of 2023. On the other hand, in urban areas such
as Sapporo City, disaster prevention awareness of snowstorm was low regardless of the
frequency of snowstorms. There were also areas where people were not very sensitive to
snowstorm warnings. It was concluded that efforts are necessary to enhance preparedness for
snowstorms and sensitivity to snowstorm warnings throughout the entire prefecture, including
areas and cities with low sensitivity to such warnings, by proposing a disaster level related to
snowstorms.
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