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Disparities in Disaster Education Opportunities among Thai
and Vietnamese Residents in Japan by Age
at Arrival and Visa Status

Ampan LAOSUNTHARA'

Abstract

This study examines disaster preparedness inequalities among foreign residents in Japan by
comparing age at arrival and visa status distributions of Thai and Vietnamese residents. Using
official demographic data as of June 2024, the study reveals a bimodal age distribution among
Thai residents and a sharply concentrated peak in the early 20 s for Vietnamese residents. Most
residents in both groups fall outside the age range targeted by Japan’s compulsory disaster
education, highlighting structural gaps in the current system. By comparing two nationalities
with contrasting population profiles, the study clarifies the limitations of uniform disaster policy
and calls for diversity-conscious approaches involving universities, workplaces, and communities.
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