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Disaster Risk and Its Awareness in Neighborhood Association
Board Members and Experiment of an Evacuation Drill
in Yokosuka City, Kanagawa Prefecture

Erika M1ura' and Sumiko KuBo?

Abstract

The importance of the role of neighborhood associations in large-scale disasters has been
pointed out. This study aims to clarify how members of voluntary disaster prevention
organizations such as neighborhood associations perceive the natural environment in the local
areas and prepare for anticipated disasters. A questionnaire was used to interview board members
of 64 neighborhood associations in Yokosuka City, Kanagawa Prefecture. The interview items
included awareness of anticipated disasters, implementation of evacuation drills, and issues
related to disasters. Then, a comparison was made with actual anticipated disasters. Disaster
prevention drills conducted by neighborhood associations were also observed. Furthermore, a
tsunami evacuation drill was planned together with the board members of neighborhood
associations in the target area, and the drill was conducted and reviewed with the participants.
As a result of the interviews, about half of the neighborhood associations recognized that there
would be little or no damage from the anticipated disaster. The reasons for this included their
own experiences and hearsay, the lack of damage in the past, and the fact that disaster prevention
countermeasures had been carried out, and issues with disaster prevention drills were also
recognized. As a result of planning and implementing a practical tsunami evacuation drill, the
participants made their own decisions and took action, and found local issues.
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