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Abstract

In recent years, many areas have been hit by natural disasters such as heavy rains and
earthquakes, and it has been pointed out that small and medium-sized municipalities have
repeatedly experienced similar problems in their initial response and ongoing emergency
response. The purpose of this study is to analyze the actual status of disaster response capability
issues of small and medium sized municipalities, based on the integrated contingency theory,
using the results of a questionnaire survey conducted on disaster prevention departments of
municipalities nationwide. As a result, the differences in the issues to be considered in improving
disaster response capacity among municipalities by population size were quantitatively clarified
by chi-square test and factor analysis. Then, the differences in the disaster preparedness measures
recognized by municipalities by population size were quantitatively verified by principal
component analysis, factor analysis and multiple regression analysis. From the above analysis
results, it is suggested that it is necessary to consider specific measures according to population
size to strengthen the disaster response capacity of municipalities.
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