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Issues and Prospects for “Disaster Preparedness for Humans
and Pets” in Japan: From the Perspective of “Inclusion”,
“Collaboration”, “Communication”, and “Information”

Kensuke KaTo'

Abstract

This paper focused on the theme of pets (companion animals) and examined the issues and
prospects of “disaster preparedness for humans and pets” in Japan for building a society where
everyone can survive in the event of a disaster. First, the paper pointed out the ambiguity of pets
in modern society and derived the four keywords as the starting point for the discussion:
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“inclusion”, “collaboration”,

communication”, and “information”. Next, it divided the cases of

disasters in the past 35 years into seven periods, summarized the characteristics of the treatment
of pets in each period and its historical changes according to previous research and records, and
clarified the issues from the perspectives of the keywords given above. Based on this, the paper
extracted the following four points as topics related to Japan’s disaster preparedness for humans
and pets: 1) pets treated as family members, 2) the owners’ preparedness to save themselves and
their pets, 3) the owners’ plans and selections of various evacuation sites, 4) the inclusion of
owners and pets in the communities affected by disasters. The study also found that pet problems
still arise whenever a new disaster occurs despite the publication of these four pieces of
“information” related to disaster mitigation for humans and pets. In addition, this paper presents
a tentative theory that in order to advance “disaster preparedness for humans and pets”, a process
of generating and refining “information” related to disaster mitigation based on “collaboration”
and “communication” among diverse actors under a norm aimed at “inclusion” will be necessary.
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