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Tsunami Evacuation during the Oft-Fukushima
Earthquake of 22 November 2016:
Interview Survey in Shiogama City, Miyagi Prefecture

Takahito Mikamt', Yusuke ArRAKI?, Naoki TaNaka?, Kohei SENOO?,
Tomoyuki TAKABATAKE® and Tomoya SHIBAYAMA®

Abstract

At 05:59 on 22 November 2016 (JST), an earthquake of magnitude 7.4 took place off
the coast of Fukushima Prefecture. For the coast of Miyagi Prefecture, a tsunami advisory
was issued immediately after the earthquake; however, around 2 hours later, the advisory was
switched to a tsunami warning. To understand the tsunami evacuation behavior during this
event, the authors conducted an interview survey with local residents in Shiogama City, one of
the coastal cities in Miyagi Prefecture. The results of the interview survey show that some of
the residents started tsunami evacuation or moving to a safer place after receiving the tsunami
warning. The results also show that sharing local-scale information in each community or
group when the earthquake took place had an important role in triggering tsunami evacuation.
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