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We are very honored and excited to receive
the “Hazards 2000 International Award” from
the Japan Society for Natural Disaster science.
This award would not only boost our motivation
to continue our research endeavor on social
implementation of disaster risk reduction (DRR)
strategies, but it has some special implications
in the life of people whose evacuation behaviors
were examined in this awarded paper. This paper
is based on an empirical investigation, carried out
in hazard prone slum areas located at hilly sites
in Mumbai city. The people of these slums have
never been accepted as a part of the city, nor given
any hope but always considered as the rotten
part of the city by city elites and local planning
and management authorities. The people living in
slum however comprise the 60 percent of the total
population of the city and they are the main service

providers to city dwellers. Their absence will put

FTRHE

the city functioning in complete halt. Our study has
put forward some results which these communities
can consider as implementable countermeasures
to cope with their existing natural disaster risks.
Further, this award not only appreciates this
initiative but also helps to bring the concerns and
thoughts of these marginalized communities into
limelight so that the existing planning authorities
would pay a heed to the risks and issues the
local people are daily facing. We thank the local
communities for their warm welcome and extensive
support for conducting the survey. We also thank
other local academic institutes whose suggestions
and material support were instrumental to carry
out this difficult survey. We thank again the Japan
society for Natural Disaster Science for rewarding
our works and we hope we will be able to continue
such studies in future. We wish all the success and
prosperity of Japan Society for Natural Disaster

Science in their future endeavors and activities.
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