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Response of Local Governments and Inhabitants to the
Water-Related Disasters in the Fukuoka
Metropolitan Area in July, 2009

Haruyuki Hasumorto* and Misaki Sarro**

Abstract

Heavy rainfall hit the northern part of Kyushu from July 24 to 26 in 2009. This
heavy rainfall caused rapid increase in river water level and flooding at a number of
places in the Fukuoka Metropolitan area. However, an appropriate response of local
governments and inhabitants was difficult because of short-time heavy rainfall and
flooding. The purpose of this study is to investigate the characteristics of the rainfall
and flood, and the response of the local governments and the inhabitants during the
2009 flood event. The results obtained in this study are as follows: (1) Transmission
of evacuation information from the local governments to the inhabitants was delayed
compared with the beginning of the flood. (2)Most of the inhabitants could not receive
information of evacuation from the local governments. (3) Decision of evacuation of
inhabitants was based on inundation of houses or advices from the neighbors.
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