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Age-specific characteristics of victims caused
by recent heavy rainfall disasters

Motoyuki Ushiyama *, Yuka Takavanacr*
and Saki Yokomaku *

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics of age structure of victims
caused by recent heavy rainfall disaster in Japan. We have constructed database of
victims by heavy rainfall disaster from 2004 to 2010 in Japan. 387 persons were killed
by heavy rainfall disaster from 2004 to 2010. The ratio of victims above sixty years of
age was 65% (249 persons), and above seventy years of age was 49% (187 persons).
According to national census in 2005, the ratio of above sixty persons in all Japan was
27%, and above seventy was 13%. It is clear that significantly large number of
victims were observed in elderly ages. On the other hand, the ratio of victims having
difficulty in walking were 3% (14 persons), and all of them were above sixty.
Moreover, the ratio of victims living in solitude and having difficulty in walking was 1
% (5 persons). Finally, it is concluded that particular focus and cares are needed for
those who are elderly and do not have much physical difficulties in their ordinary life.
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