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The Perspective of Memory Transference
through Natural Disaster Museums

Mayumi Sakamoro* and Katsuya Yamorr**

Abstract

Many natural disaster museums have been established in disaster-stricken areas as a
means of transferring past disaster experiences. Although these museums emphasize the
importance of disaster memory transference, some exhibit images but no memories. As
a “place of memory,” the museum has the power to recall not only past memories, but
to evoke new ones. In this study we focus on memory transference through natural
disaster museums. First, we review the concept of memory and approaches that
previous studies have taken toward examining the exhibition of memory in museums.
Then, we analyze exhibits that attempt to convey memories in recently-established
museums dedicated to memorializing disaster. Finally, we use our findings to propose
understanding natural disaster museums through the perspective of memory transference.
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