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Institutional Problems in Disaster Education

in Compulsory Schooling Analyzed from the

Historical Transition of the Course of Study
(Japanese national curriculum)

Hideyuki Suiroshita * and Yoshiaki Kawara **

Abstract

It is often said that disaster education in compulsory schools is very important to
increase the disaster reduction potential by promoting citizen's preparedness. However,
it has been estimated that the implementation of disaster education in the current
school education system is inadequate. In this paper, we discuss one of the ways to
expand disaster education in compulsory schools by tracing the historical transition of
the course of studies. This research found that the course of study which was
published right after World War II contained detailed guidelines on disaster education.
Though, concurrently with the publication of the first course of study, the problem of
decline in academic achievement became an issue. Therefore, the course of study was
revised from an empirical curriculum to an explicit one in 1958, and since then the
importance of disaster education in the curriculum has been in decline. Hence, we
suppose the explicit curriculum is not suitable for disaster education. Nevertheless, the
“Period for Integrated Study”’, which is an empirical way of learning, was established
in the latest course of study. But, there have been complaints that this class is one of
the causes of the decline in academic achievement. The historical transition of the
course of studies shows the suitability of an empirical curriculum for disaster education.
Hence, we should exploit the “Period for Integrated Study’ or disaster education.
Building on this result will help us decide if disaster education should be included as a
component in academic achievement or not.
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