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A Study about mortuary care and cremation of deceased people after
large-scale disasters
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Abstract

In Japan, there is concern that great earthquake disasters, in Tokai, Tonankai, Nankai
and the Tokyo Metropolitan area, could occur within the next few decades. Once one
of these disasters happens, a larger number of deaths than in the 1995 Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake Disaster, which killed more than 6,000 people, could possibly occur.
Therefore, it is necessary to find an early solution to the problem of mortuary care
and cremation of deceased people after large-scale disasters. However, there has not
yet been enough discussion about how to deal with, bury, and cremate dead bodies.
This study first sorts out several problems related to mortuary care and cremation by
examining 34 documents of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster. Next, it
identifies remaining problems after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster.
Third, it analyzes new issues related to the mortuary care and cremation when large-
scale disasters occur. Finally, several important findings are provided for improving
present problems in the Japanese system of mortuary care and cremation.
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